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•The Big Field Trip
•Calculating Carbon Footprints
•Earth Day Science Symposium
•The Big Gift
•Tying Them Together



The Big Field Trip

October –December: Peru

December-February: Brazil

March-April: Tunisia
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Goals
• To learn about different cultures and natural 

environments through travel

• To develop an awesome website where we 
document  our experiences in a quality way

• To use computer technology to interact with 
students in the USA 

• To create relationships with students in the 
USA where we become their “field reporters”



What’s the Use?
• Get students ready for the Earth Day Science 

Symposium
• Teach about the internet and web pages – URL, 

Links, Blogs, Tags, Searches etc.
• Collaborative Research – If we are investigating a 

subject you are studying in class, ask us some 
specific questions and we’ll respond with a post: 
text, photos, video, audio – whatever the answer 
calls for

• Get Them Writing – Think of us as e-mail pen pals
• Reinforcing what students have learned in the 

classroom
• Enrichment Projects



Peru
• October 11th-18th in the 

cloud forests east of 
Tarapoto : this is a large 
area that has been 
preserved through 
international conservation 
efforts. It is known for its 
biodiversity and abundance 
of rare birds. Through “The 
Big Gift”, students can raise 
money to protect even 
more habitat in this region.

• October 19th-December 10th

in the Northern Andes: 
Themes – Incan and Pre-
Incan Americans, Mining, 
Folktales



Brazil
• December 10th – March 2nd in and around 

Salvador in the Bahia state: 

Themes – Water and pollution, Catholic
customs and 
rituals, Endangered  
Species: Sea 
Turtles, 
Colonization of the 
Americas and 
Slavery,  Biofeuls



Tunisia

• March 3rd – Mid-May in Tunisia, based out of 
Tunis: 

Adaptations Themes: Ancient 
History: Carthage, 
Islam, the Arab 
Conquests, Water 
Conservation, 
Desert Adaptations



Carbon Offsets
• Students will learn about the carbon 

costs associated with their daily 
activities and the concept of a “Carbon 
Footprint”

• Students will learn about how forests 
take in carbon as they grow

• Students will calculate how much forest 
needs to be protected in order to offset 
their carbon footprint

• Students will calculate how much 
money they need to raise in order to 
offset their carbon footprint

PART 2:



PART 3:





Biodiversity and 
Connectedness

Each student receives a rainforest 
species card.

Students read information on the 
back of their cards to discover how 
the species is connected to other 
species.

The interconnectedness of 
rainforest species emerges in a 
class discussion.

Make a Rainforest Connections 
mural or bulletin board by placing 
cards in correct tier of forest. 
Students draw lines to connect 
cards in a web defined by food 
chains and symbiosis.



Working with the Data

GRAPH SKILLS: LITERAL and EVALUATIVE COMPREHENSION



The Big Gift
Since 1989, students have raised more than $6 million to help 
purchase and protect thousands of acres of threatened 
rainforest and other Precious wildlife habitat through the Big 
Gift Program.

1. Complete the Carbon Footprint and 
Earth Day Science Symposium

2. Set a goal
3. Purchase bracelets for your class
4. Create speeches, posters, etc.
5. Sell bracelets for $3 (or more)

For every 1000 bracelets sold, $1000 will go to the Masai and $1000 will go to 
purchase and protect 20 acres of South American forest, removing 1 million pounds 
of carbon greenhouse pollution. 
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Planning Your Time
Beginning of October: TheBigFieldTrip begins 

reporting from Peru
Late October: Look for TheBigFieldTrip orientation 

activity online
Beginning of April: Begin the EDSS and Carbon Off-

Set activities
• 2 days for introducing activity/species cards
• 4 days for designing presentations
• 2 days to present
• 2 days to wrap it up
Remainder of April-Beginning of May:

Follow-up activities and fundraising 
for the Big Gift



Tying it Together
Earth’s Project provides you with lessons that meet grade level 
standards across the curriculum. Their instructions are clear and 
they provide all of the materials you will need. I encourage you 
to not only participate in the Rainforest EDSS, but to build a unit 
around it.
MATH: Save your Data and Graphing unit until the end of March and use it as an 
introduction to the EDSS

READING: Tie in read-alouds such as The Great Kapok Tree. Create a research 
project around rainforest species.

WRITING: Persuasive writing – have students take notes during the EDSS 
presentations. Use the facts to create a speech that will persuade 
students/family members that preserving South American forests is important 
because it ensures biodiversity and can off-set personal carbon expense.

ASSESMENT: Students use notes to answer an open-ended essay question such 
as “What is threatening South American forests?” or “How can I off-set my 
carbon emissions?”




